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An Appeal to Brother Teachers and Principa_ls |

The late Shri -Jagadish Prasad 'Rastogi, M.Sc. B.T. Lecturer in
‘Mathematics, Teachers Training Section, Gorakhpur University recently
lost his life in a sad accident.

One can imagine the condition of his dependents when the only
breadwinner is so cruelly snatched away. We teachers, placed as we are,
can perhaps yet help the distressed family at no cost to ourselves. The late
Shree Rastogi has written a book entitled ANKA GANIT DARPAN, suitable
for High School Classes, Teachers can see for themselves and judge how
tar the book would be suitable to the students of High School Classes
offering Mathematics,

It we recommend the book, we shall be helping the family which
would not get royalty, we shall be giving our students a proper book for
their high school course, and all at no cost to ourselves and without in any
‘way:lowering the dignity of those helped. Orders for the book may be
sent to Saran Brothers Pustak Prakashak, Agra, who will be glad to supply as
many copies as are required.

JUST OUT!

ITACHIRS' DIARY

EIGHTEENTH AND REVISED EDITION 1958
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To be had of

1. £ €. Journals §& Publications Ltd.
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HIGH SCHOOL DESK WORK
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Book I—Exercises in General English
For Classes I1X and X

By Suiva Kumar LeL SHRivastava M.L.C.
Principal D. A. V. Intermediate College, Kanpur

Size 64" x 81" 150, Pages' Price Rs. 2

The exercises in this book are based on an actual experience of
present-day elass-room tonditions. They have been adapted according
to the present trend of the High School Examination papers and the
instructions for setting guestion papers. It is expected that those who
have attempted these exercises successtully will be able to write simple
gorrect English. -
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O Traveller

AVADESH DAYAL

Wait not O | Traveller silently march on

Why dost thou want to wait thus on the:way
Love high seas and the ship and not the bay
Great men of old have waited not, have gone

The merit lies}in learning facts and arts

Good happiness will come as crown of life

If you can use your time and win the strife
Duty doth pleasures bring to stout good hearts

The first stage is seed time of your life
And waste of time’is harmful poison-seed
" The careless life paves way for future ills
Prepare to fight before you enter strife
For success great, to duty pay full heed
And he shall find the way who truly wills

Za(itotid/

All India Coﬁnéil for Womens’

Education :—

While welcoming the move of the
Government of India in appointing
an All Indian Council of Womens*
Education, we can not help remark-
ing that a large majority of its mems-

(
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bers are men, While we agree that
such councils should not entirely be
composed of women, 'that views of
other sex on what should be the type
of education suited to them
are perhaps desirable, ‘y,et we
hoped that a majority of its members
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EDUCRTION

should have been women and there
is happily no dearth of educated
ladies in our country today. One
has also to look to the regional com-
position of such committees and
councils. In this vast land of ours
with varied sub cultural differences,
it was perhaps necessary that repre-
sentatives should, as far as practica-
ble belong to different regions and
at least one person should be selec-
ted, frcm one major State, But even
all zones have not been represented.
Bombay has perhaps more than its
share at the cost of other States
Where the problem of female educa-
tion is perhaps no less complex than
Bombay, We have nothing to say
about Bombay representatives, We
know the persons selected from that
State are quite competent have a
wide outlook, but we vindicate a
principle, which we hope will not be
misunderstood. It has been a ten-
dency with New Delhi authorities, to
have a small panel of names, select-
ed on a basis whose crieria no one
outside the circle of Delhi Free
Masonry knows, These. selecied
individuals find their places in difter-
ent committees and seminars. One
does not say that they are not coms
petent. But surely they can be

(2

omniscient,

experts for one area and can not be
The result is that the
recommendations of these subcom-
mittees display a certain dull unifor-
mity as it the recommendation of one
is just the carbon copy of another,
It is time that some fresh blood be
injected. The dull uniformity may
suit the Delhi Bureaucracy, but it

"does not suit the needs of education.

We hope our comments will be taken
in the light they are offered, and not
as aspersions against any selected
individual. ’

Bureaucratic Inquiry Councils of
U. P.

While the’ Government of India
has appointed a Council of Womens'
Education consisting of men mem-
bers mostly with clean records of
official ‘good boys', U. P. govern-
ment went one step further, they
have appointed three commitiees
to look iato Primary, Secondary, and
Higher Education, and a fourth to
look into Teacher Education. The
members of all these committees will be
government officials only. Every one
knows that there has gathered a lot
ol ugly skeletons in the cupboards of
our educational structures and they
need revelation. Can any official

)
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committee do it ? Bureaucracy has
been mostly responsible for the
state of things as they exist. Any
inquiry committee is mainly an in-
quiry against them. Why then are
these committees composed solely

of such persons who should have.

been on the dock ? In order to pre-
vent any thing leaking out of the
desks of the persons engaged in the
inquiry, all non official elements have
been carefully excluded. One can
understand there is room for secrecy
in the manufacture of neuclear wea-
pons and a stray visitor is not allowed
to enter its procinots. Yet the writer

has seen during his stay in U.S.A.,

that teachers of Massachussetts Insi-
tute of Technology are invited in the
highest councils not only on Atomic
Energy Commissions, but on Inter-
continental Ballistic Missiles and
other researches, But our education
Department in our State is perhaps
busy in f{forging something more
destructive and more secret and have
therefore excluded the University
teachers and members of Degree
Colleges from the Committee of
Inquiry of Higher Education or Tea-
chers training, they have excluded
the secondary school teachers (al-
though ninety percent of secondary

(
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schools are non government) from
the secondary and so for poor pri-
mary school teachers, well it is un-
thinkable that an honourable Inspec-
tor of School will ever sit on the
same table with him, Ail honour to
our inspectorate which is going to
supply the bulk of the cadre of white
washing committees. Who could dis-
cover that they had so much talents,
talents to make mistakes and the
talents to white wash them ?

Regional Conference of Teachers.

As if to silence those who predic-
ted that regional conferences were
being organised for electioneering
purposes, the Teachers of Faizabad
district organised regional conferen-
ce at Gosaingunj on May 11 quite
three weeks after the election.

The conference was in augurated
by Dr. L. Mukherjee who told that
the task of teachers to organise had
really begun and not ended with the
success in the election. Shree Verma
the Chairman of the Reception Com-
mittee discussed the greivances of
teachers of the district and Shree
Vidya Sagar Dizit, President of the
State Teachers Association in his
presidential address pointed out

)
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irstances of official indifference.
Tie two association M, L. Cs. from
the East Zone, Shree Hriday Narain
Singh and the newly elected Shree
Rameshwar Prasad Singh both add-
ressed the meeting which was add-
ressed also by two of the local
M. L. Bs. and by Shree Harihar
Pandey the General Secretary of the
State  Teachers' RAssociation and
Shree B P, Vajpai of Lucknow.

Our Felicitations to S. . T. U.

During the last week of May
South Indian Teachers Union, the
oldest of the State Teachers Associa-
tions in India is ‘celebrating its gold-
en jubilee. . Fifty years is a great
period marking all the ups and
downs that this body had to face and
the challanges it had to meet. But
the sober council of its leaders has
kept the teachers of Southern India
well organised and a closely knit
body. We hope the sister associa-

(

tion rhany many years of equally
useful service.

A. L F. E. A. House at Kanpur.

Due to untiring efforts of Shree
A. P. Khettry, the treasurer, All India
Federation of Educational Associa-

tions has built a permanent home
at Gosltoli, a fitting memorial of

three of its great pioneers the late

Shree D, P, Khattri the late Shree
Sheshadry and the late Dr. Amar
Nath Jha all of whom chose U, P. as
the place of their struggle., The
Association was born in U.P. and
Kanpur has very special claims for
being chosen as the head quarters,

" Already Rs. 66,000 has been spent,

4

“claim 30000 more from Govt.
‘India, we urgue the lovers of educa-

12000 aid from U.P. Govt, 24000 out
of Associations funds and 30,000 aid
by central govt. If another 24000
be collected the Association could
of

tion to donate liberally for this just
cause.



Should Military Training be compulsory for
the Indian Students

GOPAL KRISHNA, M, A, LL. B,
(Department of English, Bareilly College, Bareilly).

The continuous failure of 'Dis-
armament Talks", the constant race
for piling-vp nuclear weapons, the
frequent '‘Small Wars' in different
corners of the world, the ever increa-
sing intensity of cold war and, above
all, the acute bitterness prevailing
among Big Powers, give a stern war-
‘'ning to us. Speaking from the point
of view of India particularly, the
tension produced by the Fak-Ame-
rican Arms Agreement and the
Baghdad Pact, calls us to be alert
to face an armed aggression, at any
time. We have to be, therefore,
militarily strong. Soldiers cannot be
produced. over-night., They have to
be trained and equipped with the
latest techniques ard weapons, We

have to be sell-sufficient and self-

reliant militarily, because we, alone,
are responsible for the delence o
the country. Dr. K. N. Katju, India's
former Defence Minister, once re-
marked, ‘‘The unity of India is the
very breath of our freedom. ....If any

(

part of India is in danger, that dan-
ger must be shared by every citizen.
In this unity lies our strength, lie our

“hopes for our material and economic

prosperity." Hence, added he, “"We
expect, when the call goes out, all
able-bodied !ndians shall flock to
the colours, to defend the mother-
land." Compulsory military training
is, therefore, a suggestion, which
needs our serious consideration,

Advantages of Compulsory

Training :—

Military

In the twilight of Panch-shila and
non-violence should India aim at
cdmpulsory military training ? But
we have to bear in mind that if we
do so, our object will never be to at-
tack any outside country, butit will
only be a step towards maintaining
our defence, against any danger, ey~
ternal or internal. Compulsory mil-
tary training will help us inconsolida-
tina our hard-won freedom. Ang
non-violence, too, never stands fop

)
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.cowardice to succumb to any foreign
aggression. The principles of ‘peace-
1ul co-existence' also do not suggest
passivity or a wholesale surrender
to the evil forces. We have to recall
the remark of Mr. Wilson, one of the
most important Presidents of U. S. A.,
that “to be prepared for war is one
of the most effective means of pre-
serving peace," There is, therefore,
nothing wrong in introducing mili-
tary training in India, on a compul-
sory basis. It can help us.in many
ways :

Better Defence :—

The first and foremost object of
introducing compulsory military trai-
ning is the defence ot the country.
In case, people are trained during
the period of peace, we may not
have to tace any difficulty in the hour
of emergency. Youngmen, so train-
ed, may easily be mobilised to the
front, at any time. RAccording to Dr.
K. N. Kini, Late Director of Public
Instructions, Jodhpur,
be able to put in the field, at any
time, @ minimum force of ten million
trained soldiers and should have a
ready and replenishing force of
forty millions to support and supple-
ment them." In order. to shoot the

(

targets, we should start military
training in schools and colleges, with-
out any further delay.

Military Personnels Prove Befter in Civil-
life :—

Experience has shown that offi-
cers, drawn from various military
corps for civil walks of life, prove
better than civilians, in, administra-
tion. They are endowed with a
better sense of discipline, punctua-

- lity, integrity, and responsibility, and

“India should

6

with a keener urge to work., These
are the attitudes which are so sharp-
ly waning in India, to her great dis-
advantage. Hence, even in peace-
ful times, military. officers can be
called upon to serve the nation in
difterent other. ways

Military Training Inculcates Discipline
and Corporate Living :—

Military training makes people
disciplined,. obedient, sturdy and
pains-taking. The importance of
discipline cannot be over-emphasis-
ed. Whatever the sphére of activity
may be, discipline has to be obser-
ved in the right earnest, otherwise
chaos or failure will prevail. The
advantages ot corporate living are
also not few. Military training will

)
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SHOULD MILITARY TRAINING BE COMPULSORY FOR INDIAN STUDENTS

teach people how to lead a corpo-

rate life.

-Health is Improved :—

Failing health is the greatest han-
dicap for India, The Government

hasto pay an inereasingly greater
~ attentton towards the proper growth

of her citizens. No nation can afford
to allow death or disease to cut short

or snatch her useful citizens in the

prime of their youth, particularly at
a time when she needs their services,
most urgently. Military training in-
cludes hard physical exercises and
other strenuous activities, which will
help the Indians to maintain and
regain their lost vitality and®strength.
Lithargy, love for ease and getting
away from work seem to be the peren-
nial legacy for India, On account of
which her, progress has been
considerably checked. Military train-
ing can, however, drive these ‘de-
mons' away from her citizens, and
serve a very useful purpose,

No Unforeseen Expenditure At The Time
Of Emergency "—

It provisions for imparting train-
ing to youngmen on a compulsory
basis are made a regular part of our
national budget, we will not face any

(
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unforeseen huge expenditure for
training and equipping a huge
batallion of persons at the time of
emergency, which would not only be "
a problem, so for as man-power is
concerned but would also be heavy
strain on our monetary resources,
shattering thereby our financial struc-
ture, Financial experts know how
unsystematic, unscientific and com-
plicated it becomes to adjust such
heavy demands, without previous
notice. But, that substantial strain
can gradually be borne and adjusted
if a little attention is paid to split it
up in the years of peace.

Should it be compulsory for all :—

3}

The value of introducing military
training on tompulsory basis, as evi-
dent from the above arguments, is
quite great for a nation, particularly
like India, which is passing through
a transitional period. But the prob-
lem does involve a few serious com-
plications. We have to bear in mind
that due to our financial difficulties,
we cannol hasten to implement the
scheme, without finding adequate
finances for such an ambitious plan.
In the wake of our Five Year Plan's
era, it does not seem to be possibla
for our Government to allocate any

)
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huge amount for compulsory military
training, especially when they have
been facing deficit financing and
seeking foreign loans and aids for
their development activities, besides
tightening our belts and tapping the
country’'s all possible resources.
Under the present circumstances, it
seems better to introduce military-
training only to the extent of meet-
ing our minimum needs of militarily
trained persons. And, as and when
our finances permit or as®our re-
quirements increase, we may enlarge
the scope of imparting military train-
ing to people. Besides, there are a
few other disadvantages in introdu-
cing it on a compulsory basis :

Dearth of Technical Hands and cM‘ate-

rial ;:—

We néed a large number of train-
ed officers, huge military material,

training grounds and other equip-.

ments to cope with the multitude of
trainees, if military training is made
compulsory for all. We feel that in
view of the thick population of the
country, there will be no shortage of
trainees, even without making it com-
pulsory. Only that much of contin-
gent should be selecied for being
given mulitary training as our resour-
ces permit.

\
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Inaifferent Temprament :—

‘It seems ridiculous to give mili-
tary training to every young man
and woman, irrespective of one's
physical fitness, mental make-up,
temperament or. spontaneous keen-
ness. What is the sense in putting
heavy rifles in the bands, which can-
not bear its weight even, or whose
temperament does not suit military
craft. Without finding necessary mili-
tary requisites in a person il will be a
liability on the nation to waste money,
man-power and time in training him

- or her, instead of proving an asset.

Psychologically A Wrong Proposition :—

Speaking psychologically, it is all
useless to give any kind of military=
training without his or her individual
interest. Moreover, compulsion, even
in its most benevolent form, kills zeal
and enthusiasm, saps initiative and
aspiralions, and sows the seeds of

- rebellion and hatred.

True, military training inculcates
the sense of discipline responsibility
and punctuality, inproves health to
a certain extent, makes people
strong and sturdy, infuses practical
virtues and regulates life, but does
military = training not take away free-

)
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thinking, {iner seniments, nobler
touches and human considerations,
which are, by no means, of lesser
importance for a nation's march to
prosperity and well-being ? We
cannot also deny that the feeling of
strength makes man aggressive and
oppressive, and such attifude cannot
lead us lar,

Train Only Able And Self-Yolunteered

Persons :—

Voluntary military training looks
‘fo be a better proposition, for the
‘time being, at least. Orly those, who
‘have moral and physical strength

‘and natural inclination for hazardous:

occupations, should be imparted
military training, and be made useful
goldiers, for 'the defence of the
country. In that case, time, energy
and money, spent by the nationin
imparting military training, will not
go to waste,

Should Women Be Given Military Train-
ing ?

The most debatable aspect of
compulsory military training in India
is whether women should also be
imparted such a trairing? There
have been advocates to hold that
due to sez-equality, as guaranteed

(

_ inspire.

by our Constitution, and due to their
substantial proportion in the nation's
population, women should ot
neglect their responsibilities towards
the nation's defence, particularly
when they have such " luminious
examples as those of Rani Luxmi Bai
and many more Rajput heroines to
A writer has gone to the
extent of saying: "“When women
claim equality with men, they will not
get regpect unless they also face
dangers and die in battle than fall
into the hands of enemy and get
raped and mutilated. The present
women's education makes them hate
work and love a life of ease. Military
training will set them right."

There are also critics, who abhor
the very idea of putting heavy and
strong rifles in the delicate arms of
tender-hearted creatures, Women
are not made of such stuff, they
argue, which may easily suit the
hard and strenuous life of military.
They are liable to lose their head, to
shake their heart and to break their
nerves in the midst of any danger.
There is still. another school of
male critics to hold that it is degrad-
ing and degenerafing to send their
female folk to battle tields so long as
they are alive. To some extent, it is

2 )
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true that women should look after
the domestic affairs, which are by
~no means of lesser importance for
the healthy run of lite, and shouid
establish their supremacy there.
“Man for work- and woman for
hearth" is no bad suggestion,

‘We may, however, adopta mid-
way. There is nothing wrong if light
training is imparted to women with a
view to keep them physically fit as
weil as to equip them with some of
the military requisites for the defence
of their person and prestige. They
may ba trained, not for battle ficlds,
but tor facing life.

Governmemt’s Rola :

The matter of introducing military
training was taken up by the first
Congress Ministry, butit could not
go beyond flies and shelves, on
account of so msny reasons. Laler
on, a committee was set-up by the
Government ot India, with Mr, H.'N,
Kunzru as its Chairman, to make
‘necessary recommendations, which
found their inplementation ou July

1948. To start with, eleven towns:

were selected by ihe Government
for introducing military training in
X1 Classes., The Committee recom-
mended that 30,000 cadets in the

Senior \Division and 1.350C0 in the
Junior Division be trained. Since
then several outstanding steps have

been taken by our governments.

N.C. C

The National Cadet Corps, replac-
ing the University Officers' Training .
Corps of the British times, came into
being, with the direct control and
supervision of the Central Govern-
ment., N.C, C. has been splilted
into different divisions, namely,
Senior (Comprising University Under-
Graduates upto the age ol 26), Junior
(Controlling High School boys of 13 to
16 years of age) and Girls (Where
also we find a division of Senior and
Junior Girl-cadets) Expert ofticers,
drawn from regular forces and from
educational institutions impart train-
ing to N, C. C. Cadets. There are
49 000 students and teschers in the
Senior Division of N. C. C,, 64.000 in
its Junior wing and about 2,500 in
the Girls Division, |

A.C.C.and N. V.C.

To supplement and further the
gchemes of N, C. C., a sister organi-
zation, known as Ruxiliary Cadet
Corps, has been introduced., This
organization has 75,000 youngmen

( 10)
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in its fold. For the general public
another organization, named National
Volunteer Corps, has further been
brought into existence, Periodic
training camps are being held to
impart military training at district
levels to persons drawn from various
walks of private life. Mention - of
Prantiya Raksha Dal, introduced by
the U. P, Government ‘some time
back, may also be made in this con-
nection, It is heartening that the
Central Government has been pay-
ing increasing attention to all these
schemes.,

Lok Sahayak Sena

The Lok Sahayak Sena Scheme
was planned to train about one lakh
citizens every year throughout India.
Though the scheme had none of its
aims to give perfect and full military
training, yet it intended ‘'to impart
elementary training, not so much to
make the trainess efficient but to
create in them an active desire and
ability to detend themselves in a
proper disciplined and organised
manner in case of an emergency."

- Other Organizations.

There are several other organiza-

(11

tions at work to equip civilians with
necessary military attributes, Besides
Territorial Army, which is limited to
a few big towns, there are Rifle
Clubs, and Flying Clubs etc. at ditfe-
rent places in India,

Conclusion.

The third world war, despite
assertions to the contrary from every
corner of the world, seems to be in
the offing. We have to be, therefore,
alert. We cannot altogether discard
the question of military training for
youngmen, because we have to build
up our strength to defend our
motherland. In case we do not get
ready to face the eventuality we shall
be at bay when the danger knocks
at our doors. If there be no
compulsory military training, it is
imperative that we keep a reserve
of some fully trained youngmen to
avert any aggression or attack, The
state may reserve the right of inviting
any able-bodied youngman or woman
to join the nations® colours. Every
son and daughter of India should be
a soldier, ready to fight for the
defence of the couniry. Military
training should, therefore, be impar-
ted to more and more youngmen as
our resources permit.

)
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OBITUARY

‘._ As Education went to press, on the 29th May last, we received

the shocking news, that Shree Hardev Sahai, the Acting Principal
of tne Boys' Anglo Bengali Inter College, Lucknow had suddenly §
collapsed while undergoing treatment for asthma at the Balrampur B
Hospital. :

It will be idle to probe at this stage into the causes that has-
stered this untimely crisis. Shree Sahai sulfered the lot so common

il to our secondary teachers in the state. Itis the instances of mar-
| tyrdom of persons like Shree C. S. Vajpai and Shree- Hardeo Sahai §
§ that emphasise the need for nationalisation of schools by which 8
alone such evils can be remedied.

During the last fourteen years that the writer had known him
Shrée Sahai had officiated as the head of the institution for seven
years on three terms, while the other seven years were convered
by as many as three permanent incumbents,

I With all the heavy work that he did for the schoo], Shree
‘

Sahai yet found time to serve the faternity inspite of his family res-
ponsibilities and failing health. He was the treasurer of U. P. S. E. A.
for six years upto 1934. At the time of his death he was the Director §
of T. C.E. Journals Ltd. and of U.P. S. E. A. Co-operative Credit [

Society.

In his behaviour with his colleagues, he was always consider-
ate and he was an idle gentleman whose courteous behaviour
impressed all who knew him, Our sympathies at this moment are

2 for the poor widow and the five fatherless children ( four still recei-
# ving education ) whom Shree Sahai has left behind, besides numer-
d ous friends and admirers to mourn his loss. May his soul rest
N in peace which was denied to him in this world.

L. MUKHERIEE,  §
Chief Editor, Education. §
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The Diary of a Student Teacher.

(Translated from the Original Bengali article of Sri Sudhir Chandra Rai,
and published by Courtesy, Siksha Bengali)

By KUMARI RUCHIRA SEN, Lucknow, B. A.
PART V

The students of this particular
school are perhaps more polite than

students of other schools. They stoop

to touch the dust from the feet of
their teachers. But, perhaps, one
would have expected them to bea
bit aggressive rather than sheepish.
The apparent submissiveness sug-
gested that the fear of the rod was
acting from somewhere, and surely
this fear was not conducive to the
formation of their character.

I had my share of troubles, inspite
of the apparent sheepishness, One
day while teaching, I noticed Sauren
Dutta slapping Bhasker Majumdar.
This was a great affront and in my
- presence. I called the former to

task., But the aggressor himself was
“in tears. He would not tell me what
had happened, beyond that Bhasker
had been teasing him. Bhasker's
+pale face gave out his gquilty cons-
cience and 1 could realise, it was one
of the canker of disease into which

K

our adolescents are falling today.
We teachers have to root this disease
out, But let us look at the back-
ground that breeds it. The place is
the City of Calcutta, the time is an era
oppressed by poverty, cinema and
hunger, and the subject is the victim
of mingling with various types of
-vicious persons in everv walk of life.
Houses leaning over houses in Cal-
cutta leave not an inch of open
space for play grounds and healthy
recreation is impossible. What else
can breed in this foul atmos-
phere ?

- Teachers of course are to root
such things out. But they can do so
only when the environmentis heal-
thy. When the society itself is so
.depraved what will the teacher do?
In every age there are good and bad
persons. What we call bad is me-
rely a deviation from the normal,
-whén it is unnatural or unexpected.
But under such circumstances, can
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such a behaviour be called a devia-

tion, unnatural or unexpected ?

Individual teachers can not cure
this rot, whatever price they may
pay for it. A few teachers may sac-
rifice their whole lives, but that will
not change the society. Jesus could
succeed twa thousand years ago, but
the present-day world has not the
conditions favourable for a reformer
or a martyr. Perhaps, the teachers
of old could work miracles with a
force of character but the twentieth
century teachar can not make such a
strong impression on our societies.

Thus, we do not find any funds open-.

ed to perpetuate the memory of any
twentieth century teacher, anywhere
in this world. The accepted service
to the society is being rendered by
soldiers’and politicians, The teacher
has no place in the modern world.

He' is just suffered to exist with a
pittance he deserves.

It is the politicians, who determine
what we should or should not teach.
" 1t the world of today tinds any thing

wrong with education, the blame
should be of the politicians, who
determine the curriculum, every
where, Of course, they are 'not
deliberately leading the country to a

(

chaos. But the cqriditions they create,
are leading the whole thing to a
chaos. The helmsman is plying his

- boat aimlessly, and if any thing hap-

pens he will either curse his luck or
blame the poor oarsmen, the scape-
goat teachers, for bad workmanship.

The instructions in the training
college, are a pyramidal structure,
where the top will remain stable only
when the base is well founded.
Equal attention is paid to Montessory,
Froebel and Dewey and the Dalton
Plan tpo is not neglected. But
Dalton Plan can not co-exist with
Montessory and Froebel. . The train-
ed teacher, not knowing what he
should do, lapses into the convenient
traditional methods, with a lack of

"interest in the whole affair and goes

to seek some private tuition to supple-
ment his meagre pay. Some take
up side jobs, besides tuitions, such
as running a bookshop or a stationery
ghop or of writing books. Cole's
Adolescence psychology is thrown
into an obscure corner.

Why then should I bother ? Let
me work within the limitations of the
present system. Let me prepare for
examinations and lesson plans and
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/

not to get an adverse entry into the
confidential report that the head-
master is likely to.send. Let all con-
siderations tor these quiet sweet
children, the so called future hopes
of our country, relegate into the back-
ground.

But I can not escape self-criticism.
I can not absolve myself from the
responsibility of not reforming Bhas
kar and curing of " his evil propensi-
ties. Let me console myself by say-
ing that 1 was unable to reform him
because : In the first place, 1 had to
finish my lessons accerding to my
plan, which did not anticipate this
incident. Hnd in the second, the
bell has rung absolving me of all
responsibilities of Bhasker and his
class |

Thursday I-1-51.

We usually ask questions only to
such boys as are likely to answer
them. We do not care to ask such
boys as are unable to oblige us with
answers, we want, They remain
perpetually backward and neglected.
The supervisor, one day, remarked
Encourage those who can not
answer, If they cat not answer, ask
them to repeat aiter a correct answer
is given by another boy™,

( 15

This is indeed a good advice.
Boys of this type have turned
introverts because they had been
punished some time or other either
for their spontandety of their behaviour
or for their playfulness. Some of
them are unable to connect their
ideas together into a coherent state-
ment, A few may be lazy. But anyway,
I could not use this method. Rightly
or wrongly a thought hovered into
my mind that ‘no impnovement can
be made m such boys', it wasthe
thought of helplessness, but a
comforting thought'indeed ;

The real truth is that we ourselves
have no faith in the principles taught
in our B. T. course. We take up this
course Just to get an increase in our
salary or to make our temporary jcbs
more secure and permanent. When
we join the course, we know fully
well that we have to work in an
Indian school, with the same sterec-
typed conditions, that we have left
for the time being. Why worry ?
Why try new innovations which we
ghall have to shed off ?

Again in this examination, the
entire family has to bear the burden.
The wife has to keep sitting till late
hours. The child has to suffer a

]
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reduction in his quota of milk for his
fathor is ‘no longer earning. Starva-
tion and sleeplessness will be the
companion of the trainee himself for
ten months, It is no wonder that we
are always morose and irritable
under the stress of the situation. Then
again, the principles that are handed
down, are hazy. We read Montessory,
without learning anything about the
didactic appratus. We do not know
what really Froebel's 'qifts" are.
We are unable to frame suitable
assignments and are unable to under-
stand what really a ‘Project' means.

We are taught History of Educa-
tion, Principles and Methods of Edu-
- cation, how to frame syllabi and

Hygiene, as though all these would
come under our responsibilities, once

we tinish the B. T. course.

Every thing is done apparently
to make us fit within the shortest time,
But has anybody thought whether all
these teachings can be used at all
in the practical setting of present-day
Indian schools ?

No, it is inspectors and members -
of the managing committees, who
should undergo the B.T.course. To
an ordinary teacher, it is a wastage

of sermons.

Well, let philosophies be apart. Let
me work hard and keep on the right
side of routine and regulations and
get a first class which may help me

to get a good job. That alone is

worthwhile, for that alone pays !

T.C. E. J. & P. LTD. ‘
19, Hewett Road, Lucknow. - i

GRAND CLEARANCE SALE
GENERAL BOOKS. CLASS ROOM PUBLICATIONS,
Special Commission allowed.

. Select books for prize distribution.
. Pamphlets for general knowledge.
Orders to :—Managing Director.

end of this issue.

Gifts for school children.
List of books published at the
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Browth of American School Since 1872

(DR. L. MUKHERJEE )

Prior to 1872, primary and secon-
dary schools were under a legal
handicap. The communities or local
settlements were helping the schools
by voluntarily taxing themselves.
But they had no legal sanction for the
tax. The state was also willing to
help the public schools with pubilic
money, but private schools had
equal rights to ask for a share since
they were doing a work of equal im-
portance, In fact, there was nothing
to prevent U. S. A. going Eng-
land's way where the L. E. A. schools
as well as the private schools all had
right to ask for state subsidy. The
decision in the Kalamazoo case settl-
ed the claims once for all. The state
had now right to help the public
schools even by taxing the rich,
whose children did not derive direct
benetits from the schools. True, it
merely legalised an existing practice,
but the importance of the decision
lay in the confidence it created in
the state authorities to ear- mark
more money out of state coffers for
school developments and thereby
stablised the progress of education.

Between 1880 and 1890, the po-

pulation of U. S, A, increased to the
extent of 247 due to immigration,
The High School enrolment increas-
ed to the extent of 847, In the next
decade the population increased by
another 257 but the high school
enrolment doubled and this steady
incease has been maintained all

. along so that there were in 1930 as

many as 3949 students for every 100
students enrolled in 1880, True the
population has increased two and a
half times over but the forty times
increase in high school. enrolment
signifies a general rising of the level
of trained intelligence in U. S, A,

With this tremendous increase
were entailed several problems which
one has to bear in mind.

1. The demand in America was
high all this meant bringing
into the high schools a popula-
tion of more hatereogeneous ablities
In England only the better ten or
fiteen percent went to the public
schools and grammar schools. True
many of the able students were de-
nied admission into them because of
want of opportunities and because

( 17 )



EDUCATION

of the tuition fee which acted asa

deterrant. But many who did rot in
bigher elementary classes since 1902
were such as would not profit by an
academic type of learning. Even
now this population goes into the
modern schools getting a practical
type of education. In, U, S, A. since
- 1872, attempts have been made to
attract this population which even
now remains in the modern schools
in England and stays away from
secondary education in France or
India. This attempt of increasing
guantity (number) had its effect on
the quality and the standards of

instruction had to be adjusted to the
level of understanding of the students.

2. With a heterogeneous student
population, diversity had to be
introduced in high school curriculum
for in U.S.A. the idea of having two
types of high schools one for the
classes and other for the masses,
or one for acadomic and the other

vocational did not appeal to the

minds of the educators. There are
courses of instruction in American
schools e.q. table arranging, diswash-
ing which will appear as subjects
outside the scope of instruction in
many countries, |

3. These popular subjects were

not of course introduced all atoncer
courses began with such subjects
like Agriculture, home economics
and vocational studies and new sub-
jects were introduced like community .
civics which isjust a part of studies
of older subject of civics. House-
"hold Chemistry is just another of
such subjects. Even the courses of
science were modified so as to include
elements of physics, chemistry and
biology so as to make a new subject
known as general subjects.

4. Evidently, instructions in all
subjects could not be brought to the
same level of working hours, for
some subjects needed mere hours
‘of study than others. Now this will
create problems when credit "has to
be given for one who takes a subject
needing less hours of instruction is
in a different position from -one who
takes subjects requiring a longer
hours of instruction. The American
system has therefore to be based on
-credit hours, Optionals are not
determined according to the number.
‘of subjects offered, but in terms of
credit hours spent. All have”to put
in the same amount of credit hours

-and in doing so one. may take one
subject while another may take short-
.er courses in two or more subjects.

( 18 )
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5. In order to create . a diversity,
there has been a wide choice of sub-
jects in the high school stage and
the number of common subjects are
just limited, often English and per-
haps social studies namely American
History and Geography act as core
:subjects which all have to take.

The rapid growth of American
high schools with diversified courses
had its effects on adjustment of the
'students and’ wrong choice ‘of sub-
jects made many students misfits,
In the elementary schools the
students were studying only common
subjects for eight years and sudden-
ly on joining high schools they were
asked to elect a course of studies
which they have to offer, out of a
formidable list of electives. There
were many who advocated that the
transition should be slow.

About the close of the nineteenth
century it was noticed that the last
two years spent in the elementary
schools were leading to a wastage in
many states and there was a move
for an intermediate course something
in between the elementary and high
schools. Raising the age of compul-
sory education and requiring in
many states a child to stay compul

gorily for nine years instead of eight
created a new problem for such stu-
dents had to stay in the high schools
for a year, where what ever they got
was incomplete. All these as well
as the issue of school building in the
elemenatary schools which was no
longer able to accommodate child-
ren of eight grades properly had
been responsible for the star of
Junior Schhols in the first decade of
this " century. Junior Schools came
in between the elementery schools
and the High Schools. The usual -
pattern is to have high schools for
three instead of four years and to
reduce the elementary stage to
six, Thus the middle three years
form the junior schools, There are .
however variations. Firstly, all States
have not accedited the Junior School
Plan. There are a number of States,
about a third, where education is

"still followed under the eight four

plan. Namely eight years of elemen-
tary schools and four of high schools.
These are mostly those states which
still limit the period of compulsory
education to eight years. The high
schools on the east coast where the
older universities of Harvard, Yale
Brown, Columbia, Princeton and
others insist on rigid admission
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requirements find that three years
of schooling are insulfficient to meet
the rigid admission requirements and
demand that four years are to be
retained for high schools. The Junior
schools of these places have general-
ly two courses one of two years for
those who intend to join the high
schools and the other of three years
for those who do not wish to join
such schools. Be that as it may, the
arguments for Junior schools to sup-
plement the older eight four plan may
may be summarised as follows :—

1. It prevents marking time in
the last two years of elementary
stage where all that is worth teaching
is accomplished within six years.

2. It was possible to ' endure
gradual - transition from the rigid
curriculum of elementary school to a

7wide choice of electives in the high .

schools. In the Junior schools the
core subjects which' all must study
include English and Social studies
as well as mathematics and science,
besides this a limited choice is allow-
ed to find out the apititudes of stu-
dents and the experience gained in

this helps a student to choose his,

electives in the high schobl stage.

3. It is considered psychologi-

in HAmerican system,

- High School Plan is

‘cally sound to separate. the students

in their early adolescence from those
who have not yet reached tbe limits
of childhood and the junior high
school becomes the easiest solution
for the same for children are admit-
ted here at twelve when the adoles-
cent changes are just appearing and
they stay there till fifteen when the
full physical developments have
taken place. It therefore segragates
children in the rather "inconvenient
years of early growth when the stu-
dents are self conscious because-of
growth.

4. Administratively the Junior
school has by taking away two grades

from the elementary schools given

it more opportunity to readjust itself
to the new innovations demanded
by recent psyc¢hological and hygenic
innovations and in many cases made
it possible to retain a larger number
of sections in each .class with fewer

children in each. ’

Because of the éiversity erxisting
it should be
noted that the adoption of Junior
seldom on a
state wide. basis. Within the same
state one may tind both the older
3—4 system as well as the newer
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6-3-3 system and .some times one or
the other system. In fact each town
has its own plan and the town system
is controlled by its own board of edu-
cation assisted by a town superintend-
ent who runs the schools, of all types
and determines the policy, On the

state level there is the State Commis-'

sioner with the Board of ‘Education
which is some times nominated and
some times elected. In fact in 3l
out of 48 states the educational coms=
missioner is selected in others he is
either appointed by the legislature
~or by the governor. In 27 States
the members of the Board are
nominated, in 21 they are elected
by popular vote. The Board super-
vises and controls the schools with-
in a broad framework and is respon-
sible for the system of certification
of teachers.
.have studied in State Teachers
Colleges are certified as a matier of
course as well as those who come
from teachers colleges of acknowled-
ged reputation, it is necessary to set
up definite standards of attainment
for others.

The Board has also to finance the
town educational systems. . For all
public schools that the town or edu-
cational district maintains are free

While all those who-

and what ever may be the deficit in
the way of income from taxes impos-
ed by the local bodies, town or the
district is met by the State Board.
The State Board has to look to the
problem of transportation. With the
modern trend of combining smaller
districts into larger administrative
units, it has been considered more
economical to have a single high
school within a unit offering a wide
diversity of courses which may in-
clude even such subjects as aerona-
utics. Thus it is not uncommon to
find a high school with as many as
three thousand students, These
students .need transport for many
come from distant lands. Some stu-
dents have their own cars but others
need transportation. There are
transportation agencies which supply
buses to transport children for seve-
ral schools, elementary junior or
high within a system and the state
Boards subsidise the transportation
charges.

Unfortunately, all states are not
equally rich, states like New York
and Massachusetts have more
money., New York for instance is
able to spend 250 dollars per child
(@bout Rs. 1200 contrasted with
about Rs. 6/- in India) while the
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poorest state Mississippi can afford
to spend only 68 dollars per child
per year. Naturally, the former state
will have better opportunities for
education as contrasted with the
latter. This is made the plea for in-
creased federal participation in the
tield of education which states gene-
rally resent. So far the Federal
Government only subsidises
school lunches so that student can

get mid day meals at only a fraction
of its actual cost,

A recent move for federal partici-
pation has come in the field of Negro
education. As has been said before
Negroes were imported into U. S. A.
as slaves and while in the North they
were long emancipated, in the South
they remained in a state of slavery
till Civil War. After emancipation
the Negro became a problem. The
colour prejudice forced the Southern
States open separate schools for the

negroes with ill paid colured teachers':

and this resulted in limitation of edu-
cational opportunities. To prevant
this the Federal government has
in 1954 enacted a desegregation law
whereby Negro students could study
in the same school with white stu-
dents. This has evoked a strong
wave of opposition in some of the

southern states and perhaps with
this experience further federal inter-
ference will be slow.

Although a large majority of stu-
dents study under the public school
system, yet about ten percent are
studying in private schools. These
are either the schools for the religi-
ous minorities, the Roman Catholics
and the Jews, or are such schools.
especially in the East which - are
especially coaching students for
university entrance requirements.
These charge fees. Inspite of the
great diversity in the educational
systems, the standards are maintain-
ed by the American faith in holding
frequeni standardised tests of which
there are mainy- in the States, but
which serve an important function in
trying to maintain a, balance. The
tests are also used for guidance pur-
poses in finding suitable courses for

. the children after on assessment of

their abilities, attainments and apti-
tuteds.

Recently, there has been a move
for providing education for the ex-
ceptional children, The commonest
are those who are either backward
or handicapped, like the blind or the
deaf.  Special schools are provided
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for them. Juvennile delinquency
has been a preblem in U. S. A. which
the school is tryingto tackle. Toa
large extent the problem is aggrava-
ted by unsatisfactory home condi-
tions like living in slums or for child-
ren coming from broken homes, The
school tries to tackle this through
adjustment teacher. The adjustment
‘teacher not only advices the students
but interviews the parentsand some
‘times has powers to recommend a

change of environment for extreme
cases.

To help a student to obtain em-
ployment and an Hmerican student
is likely to need whole time appoint-
ment after his studies and also part
time appointment during his studies

AN OPPORTUNITY

also, 'there are vocationadl .guidance
teachers who are some times called
placement teachers. For guidance
in studies, the student not only goes
to home room teachers (the American
equivalent of class teachers) but also
to a special guidance teacher some
times called grade advisors, and
these guidance teachers of different
types, Adjustment, Vocational and
gade advisors have releived the
American Principal of much of his
responsibilities,

The recent American move has.
been to provide the gifted student an
opportunity to derive full benefits of
his powers and for such students
special programmes are being de-
vised.

already subscribing one copy of Education at full ratesi. e. Rs. 10 i
P. a. are allowed henceforth to subscribe additional copies of Edu- 3%

% Teachers and U. P, 3. T. A. units of schools and colleges
E cation for themselves at half rates i. e. Re. 5 per annum.

—Managing Editor.



A LESSON ON PROJECT METHOD.

HOUSE-PROJECT.

By SRI SHAMSUDDIN, B A., B.T., M.Ed., Dongargaon, M.P.

As per programme, the pupils of
class Iset themselves in preparing
the house of dolls. The situation
arose like this that one day the tea-
cher was narrating the story of dolls
in his class, There were details of
the house of dolls, The pupils list-
ened the story attentively, Then they

saw the picture of the house of dolls.-
They minutely observed .the doors

the windows and the roof. For one

period they discussed among them-.

selves and in the end they deter-
mined to construct a house for dolls, .

Next day the pupils arranged a
programme to see the brick-kiln,
First they met a brick-layer. They
talked to him and asked many ques-
tions :—How are the bricks baked ?
How many bricks do you pile in one
kiln ? The brick-layer asked them to

accompany him to the spot where he ’

made his bricks and asked them to
observe all details of his manufacture.
This open air study naturally created
further interest and the children went
on putting different questions. How
do you prepare the clay and so on ?

( 24

of getting clods of soil.

The children took up bricks and

- examined them minutely. Krishna

and Mohan were wonderful for they
laid a brick each. The old mother of
the brick layer was also laying bricks.

‘Within half an hour both the mother

and the boy made one hundred
bricks,

After that the children used theéir
own wooden frames to mould bricks
themselves and began manufacturing
the same though clumsily. This drew
many brick-layers to enjoy the sight.

The next day the children arran-

‘ged the programme to get clay.
‘Some were of opinion that the wet

clay should be brought from the .
tank or river, while others thought
In the end
they decided to bring from the near-
by river to make economy of labour
(breaking and digging hard soil and -
so on). Next day they repeated the
same operation. It was a real fun to
them. At the river they saw rustics
preparing bricks without the help of
a wooden mould. They observed

it with wonder.

y
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Some of the children performed
mimicry and imitated fairly well.
Then the children were explained
the importance of the wooden blocks
used to mould bricks and they per-
fectly understood the secret of unifor-
mity ot shape, size and weight. Then
construction of a wall was explained
to them.

Then the children remained busy
‘in laying bricks themselves. They
collected clay thrice and the five
hundred bricks were prepared though
not like adepts. However they were
remarkably wonderful. In this way
‘the children learnt the following
words ;:—

Brick Bricks . To lay
Block Blocks To mould
‘Wall “'Walls To prepare

They also composed the story of
bricks i —

“There was once a boy whose
name was Mehtroo, He found a
brick which was red. But it was not

well baked. Mehtroo took the brick

and sat down under a mango tree.
The brick was beautiful. First he
‘examined it on all sides. On one

‘boy."
'changed his dress and got himself

gide he discovered some English
letters. He was ignorant of any alpha-
bet on earth. He thought that had
he been literate he could have read
those letters He was very sad.
There was a squirrel on the same iree,
It laughed and said to him, “Brother
Mehtroo, Please do not be sad. 1
show you a way to be literate, In
the vicinity of your village there is a
school where you can study." '

Mehtroo wonderingly asked, ’Can
I study ?" “Yes, you can™ was the
reply, “The children of your age
study in that sghool. By learning in
a school you can also be. a useful
Mehtroo then went home

admitted in the:school and became
a very good boy.

-Language

In connection with the house pro-
ject, the children heard many stories
and learnt so many words: door,
window, courtyard, verandah, wall,
roof, lock, key, skylight, bathroom,
laterine, kitchen etc, The following
words were also dictated and they
used those in sentences : door, wsll,
roof, lock, ‘key, verandah and cour-

tyard.

( 28 )



EDUCATION

Arithmetic

The children learnt counting up
to 50 with the help of bricks. Simi-
larly the quessions of additions like
2+2, 343, 4+3 and 3434242
were also solved by them.

General Knowledge

The ditlerence between the words.
village, town and city was explained
to them and thus they could under-
stand the difference very well.

Drawing

With the house project the child-
ren saw various pictures of the
houses like Indian house, English
house, Japanese house, Chinese
house, and the house of the nomads
and the Eskimoes. Then according
to their ability and capacity the .
children set to work’ with pencil and
drawing paper and their drawing
work was exhibited in the exhibi-
tion.

Funds Exceed 63,000

education.

Please address your enquries to :~—

UPSEA Co-operative Credit Sociefy,‘ Ltd.

Chatrman—J. 8. MISRA
Hony Managing Secretary—QO. N. SHUKLA

Established 1936

* Helps you to save and invest your saving.
¢ Gives you financial assistance in your need.
® Saves you the worry of providing for your daughter's marriage or son’s

© Agsists you to build your own house.

For any assistance, now or in future, join the Society now,

The Hony. Managing Secretary,
U.P.S.E A. Co-operative Credit Society, Ltd.

22, Ganeshganj, LUCKNOW.
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T.‘ U. Cs Interest in Youth Education

Proposals For New Developments
JOHN WALTON Member of the British T, U, C,

(By Courtesy B. 1. S.)

Back in 1863, when Manchester
trade unionists were drafting the
circular to convene the meeting
which is known as the first Trades
Union Congress, they put down on
the list of subjects to be discussed
“Technical Education". So itis with
becoming modesty that nearly 90
years later the T.U.C. tells a govern-
ment committee that it has been
interested for many years bcth in the
development and improvement of
‘the education service and in the well
being of young workers,"

Indeed, one of the oldest stand-
ing committees of the T.U.C. General
Council is that which deals with pub-
lic trade union education,

Throughout, the T.U.C's interest
. in education has been to speed the

development of full and equal oppor-

tunities for youngsters at school and
college, and for young workers need-

~ ing pari-time training. The latest
trade union views on education put

at the invitation of the Central

Advisory Council for Education in
England continue this theme, though
the treatment is adapted to an age

-of scientific discovery and techno-

logical advance.

Four Broad Aims

Some of what the T.U,C. puts for-
ward is already current educational
practice in one form or another.
Here the T.U.C.'s purpose is to seek
its extension. In other ways the
T.U.C. urges new developments. All
are, however, designed to realize the
four broad. aims which the T.UC.
advocates for the education of
Britain's young people.

For the T.U.C. a modern system
of education must prepare young
people to live and work in a society
of relatively swift social and econo-
mic change, It must secure for the
community the best use of their skill
and ability. It must help them to
find satisfaction in their leisure, and
finally it must enable them to play
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an effective part in the defhocratic
- conduct of political, economic, and
social affairs,

A greater emphasis on general
education and a raising of . the
school-leaving age from 15 to 16 are
suggested by the T.U.C. It also pro-
poses that when young pecple have
started work their general education

should be coutinued up to the age -

ot 18 on any part-time. courses they
may take,

This question of the balance be-
tween general and specialized stu-
dies is one to which the Central
Advisory Council is giving attention
in ils examination of the education
of boys and girls between the age of
15 and 18. The T.U.C. believes that
there is a danger that vocational
training may now start too soon, and

that below the age of 18 it should be’

limited in scope and intensity with-
out depriving those who can benefit
the chance to do so.

Day-Release Courses

. In many British firms today there
-are schemes of training which pro-
vide for the release of young workers
for technical education during- work-
.ing hours, and the number of day-

release courses has been growing
following consultations between ‘edu-
cation authorities and industry. The
T, U. C. wants to see these arrange-
ments for day-release classes extend-
ed for all young workers who are not
apprentices, and their syllabus so
devised as to ensure conlinued
general education. Most apprenti-
ces already have to attend courses
leading to established gualifications.

Another educational provision for
the young worker is the “sandwich"
course, which offers the chance to
leave the job for a period of full-time
training. Such courses are already
being extended as part of the

'Government's expanded provisions

for technical education, While app-
roving .of this development, the
T. U. C. is anxious to ensure greater
flexibility in the educational opportu-
‘nities open to young workers, and it
suggests a system of maintenance
grants so that larger numbers of
people can  undertake full-time day
courses or could participate in
“sandwhich'' courses without requir-
ing to be maintained by an employer
for the period of the course.

The T. U. ‘C. winds up. its evide-
.nce to the Central Advisory Coundil

( 28)



EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY OF MAULANA AZAD

on Education by emphasizing the
need for colleges in every area which
all young workers would attend part-
time and which would provide for
‘the continuation of general educa-
'tion, In time these country colleges,
as they are known, and other esta-
blishments of further education
would bring their syllabuses into line
so that general and vocational edus-
cation throughout this stage might
~ cease to represent separate claims
on the time and energies of the

young worker.

As for full-time secondary educa-
tion, the T.U.C, seeks a greater
similarity between its various forms
in the first three years after the age
of 11. In the upper stages, however,
courses should be sufficiently varied
to meet the needs and interests of
young people and to equip them for
further full-time education or part:
time training once at work.

Educational Philosophy Of Maulana Azad

( Shri SAIYIDAIN'S Address At Srinagar Seminar )

The only mission of Maulana
Azad's life was that Education should
aim at producing better individuals
having lofty ideals, courage, honesty,
integrity, and tolerance, said Shri
K. G. Saiyidain, Secretary, Union
Ministry of Education, here today
(May 21) Shri Saiyidain was reading a
paper on Maulana Azad's Educatonal
Philosophy at the Abul Kalam Azad
Seminar wkich is one of the items of
the Spring Festival celebrations.

Shri Saiyidain said that the Mau-
lana always stressed that the main
objective of our Five Year Plan was
not so much the advancement of
material welfare as the inculcation
of a new oullook and a new spirit,
The Maulana, therefore, emphasised
that right type ot Education was more
essential than progress in industry,
trade and agriculture.

To understand the main features
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of right education as conceived by
the Maulana, we must study what he
-said ‘at the UNESCO Symposium,
where he read a paper on “'The
Educational Philosophy and Concept
of Man in East and West."

‘The Maulana firmly believed that
there was no question of superiority
or inferiority as between the basic
pholosophy of the East and West. He
however, recognised the differences
in approach and outloock. Whereas
in the West man has been free from
the limitations imposed upon him
by external nature, and great mate-
rial progress has been made with
the aid of science, in the East people
have been looking inwards and in
spite of the great spiritual attainment
have lagged behind in .socic-econo-
mic-and political fields,

The basic concept of Maulana's
educaticnal philosophy is the need
for harmonious fusion of the -outlook
of the East and of the West so that
man puts the knowledge of science
to proper use. Science being ethic-
ally neutral by itself, can be put to
right or wrong use by man, and
to make man use it for construction
and not for destruction, it is necessary

to give him such education as creates

in him the sense of right and

wrong.

Education, according to the Mau-
lana, must elevate the individual and
inspire in him high values. Then
alone human society can make real
progress with the help of modern
science. In his opinion, art, litera-
ture, science and philosophy toge-
ther formed and oasis of peace and
good-will in the desert of war and
hatred.

Being a man of breadth of vision,
justice and firm decision, the Maulana
took a strong and balariced stand on
the question of evolving an educa-
tional policy for India. Acknowledg-
ing the benefit of western science,
the Maulana decided that the edu-

‘cational pattern of the country should,

while retaining its Indian and oriental
soul, imbibe the scientific attitude -
of the West without which the needs
of the present day cannot be met.
The hallmark of true education,
according to the Maulana, was that
it should generate breadth ot outlook.
He was convinced that the worst
enemy of civilization was narrow-
mindedness. '

WA g
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U. S. University Promotes Study of India,

Other Asian Countries.
( By Courtesy Amerscan News Featurs )

Most Indian visitors to the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania’s South Asia
Regional Studies Department are
amazed to learn that' the department
offers instruction—both elementary
and advanced—in Hindi, Urdu, Ben-
gali, Malayalam, Tamil, Telegu, Sans-
krit, Pali and Prakrlt

Instruction, moreover, is in the
hands of recognised experts who are
helped by assistant professors from
India whose job it is to perfect stu-
dents' accent and intonation. Now
at the university in this capacity are
Krishna W. Ahuja for Urdu; and
Sheelvata Misra and Sankarshan
Prasad teaching Hindi.

The range of Indian languages is
just one indication of the extent of
the department's courses.
extensive is the curriculum covering
Indian history, economics, sociology,
art and archaeology.

. The University of Pennsylvania is,
in fact, only one of thirteen American
educational institutions which main-

Equally -

tain departments of Asian and Mid-
dle East studies. A significant point
is the fact that these departments
and the number of universities which
conduct them is actively growing.

In addition to India, the depaft-

- ment of South Asia Regional Studie.s
" covers Pakistan, Afghanistan, Ceylon

and Nepal. The university's Orien-
tal Studies Department deals with

the origin and development of cultu-

res in the Middle and Near East
areas occupied today by such na-

tions as Iran, Lebanon, Israel and
and the United Arab Republic.

The faculty of the South Asia Re-
gional Studies Department lists such
eminent names as Stella Kramrisch,
well-known authority on Indian art ;
Norman D. Palmer, professor of poli-
tical science ; and Dorothy Spencer,
an authority on Indian anthropology.
But perhaps the best-known faculty
member is Dr. W. Ndrman Brown,
the world-renowned scholar in Sans-
“krit and Indian civilisation.
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Speaking of his work at the uni- -

versity Dr, Brown says:

“"Ours are primarily research
departments, for it takes a knowle-
dge of both the past and the present
to understand today's economics and
~ civilizations in the lands involved.
Classes are not too large, but we
have students from every state and
frequently from various overseas
countries.

“Some students go into United
States Government service—siich as
the State Department or agencies
concerned with overseas relations.
Mostly they are interested in work-
ing in a cultural way with all the
various old and new nations. in the
.areas, There are others who go into
‘philanthropic work with these coun-
tries and still others use the know-
ledge for -work as educators.”

Professor Brown likes to tell of the
time he informed a new acquain-
tance in India of his background in
Sanskrit, “At once he said, ‘All right’
but what do you do for a living? "
Sanskrit may, indeed be a matter of
the dim past, far from the practical
present, buf knowledge of the lan-
guage and cultures is very important
in American education today. °

-sen region.

'Purpose of the classical langu-
ages is to illuminate the modern
tongues that are spoken in these-
lands,” says Professor Brown. “They
also train scholars to work in original
source material and expand our
knowledge of ancient civilisations.
Working with our internationally-
known museum, we at the University
of Pennsylvania have .contributed

many important discoveries to his-
tory."

“There is an increasing interest
in the spoken languages of the
Middle East and South Asian areas,”
Dr. Brown observes.- The demand
for knowledge is greatest among
students who want careers working
directly with the nations ot their cho-
He noted ‘‘a remark:
able degree" of co-operation from
the governments of® all nations stu-

« died by his departments.

A distinguished series of visitors
has appeared before the University
students of Pennsylvania this year,
including Dr. A. N, Ghatage, Rajarain
College in Kolhapur; Dr. V.K R. V.
Rao, Director of the Delhi School of
Economics and a company of Indian
musicians under the direction of Mr.
Ravi Shankar.
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Pr. Brown declares that American

. educators are acutely aware, as is

their government, of the

tance of learning the languages and
cultures of emerging nations of the

impor- world.

BOOK REVIEWS.

'READ AND TELL Series By
Messers C. S. Bhandari, J. W, Spen-
cer & S. K. Ram, (Orient Longmans
Bombay, Calcutta & Madras) 8 books
each with ten stories, pages varying
from 26 to 53, prices from 55 nP to
one rupee.

As has been indicated by the
authors, books are expected to meet
twoneeds: (1) To provide a good
series of story books for supplemen-
tary reading. (2) To supply suitable

books for silent reading in the library. -

The eighty stories are all interesting
and some of them are from great
classics, Ramayana or Mahabharata,
Illyad or Odyssey or from mythology,
Indian or Greek. Others are short
stories taken from various authors.
One finds Shakespeare and Hugo
well represented along with Dickens
Swift and others,

The stories are

well graded and each story is follow-
ed by some questions and sentences
which require special study. The
get up and printing are also satisfac-
tory. It is hoped that the books will
fulil the need for which they have
been compiled

CAREERS FOR SCHOOL LEA-
VERS Issued by Occupational Infor-
mation Unit Ministry of Labour Govt.
of India. 12 pages, price not given.

As has been said in the begin-
ning the number of students passing
High School examination has in-
creased tremendously of late. As
compared with 120,180 for the then
British India (excluding Pakistan) in
1947 there were as many as 335,000
in 1953 and the number is well over
400,000 now. Not all these can
secure admission to the University
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courses and many can not afford to
do so. It is therefore necessary that
gome occupational information be
available to them. The information
supplied in this short monograph
is however rather sketchy and one
would expect the Ministry to prepare
a more voluminous manual for help-
ing these students. .

GUIDE TO CAREERS in 38
booklets Issued by the Ministry of

Labour. Price 1 anna each. Each
six or seven pages.

These .booklets are probably
copies of a smiler booklets published
by the Department of Health Educa-
tion and Welfare Washington. They
are to supply the readers useful in-
formation-6r various careers : Civil
Engineering, Surveyor, Draughtsman
(Civil & Mechanical ), Overseer,
Architect, Mechanical Engineer,
Electrical Engineer, Chemical Engi-
neer, Chemical Technologist, Mining,
Metalurgist Communication Automo-
bile, Aeronautical Engineer
Various Health’& Social Welfare Ser-
vices. The pamphlets are informative,

and -

Organising A Basic School By
Dr. K. L. Shrimali (Vidya Bhawan
Society, Udai Pur), 47 pages Re.
1,25 nP,

As has been said in the preface
the brochure discusses some of the
practical aspects of organising a
Basic School. It contains ten chap-
ters dealing with (a) Initial Difficul-
ties, (b) The Basic School as a Centre
of Community Life, (c). Social and
Cultural Activities, (d) Problem of
Discipline, (e) The School Library,

() The Staff, (g) The Time Table, (h),

Personal Hygiene and Sanitation, (i)

School Records and’ (j) Land and

Building in a Basic School.

Each chapter occupies about 4
pages and there ‘are’ three appendi-‘
ces with (1} A Recdord of Student's
monthly and yearly Progress (2) Re-
cord of Students Crait work and (3)

Teachers Diary and Review. Though

one can not expect a complete acc-
ount in such a short bulk, but one
will surely find many useful hints for
practical use in this brochure of
ready reference.
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Tetter to the Editor

To _
The Editor,
“EDUCATION",

Lucknow.
Dear Sir,

The following extract from a letter
from Miss Cynthia Bowles, daughter
' of Mr, Chester Bowles, former U, S.
JAmbassador to India, published in
‘the N. E. A. Journal of Washington,
D.C.U.S.A., of December, 1957,
.deserves to be published in your
paper :—-

“When [ shifted from a high
school in connecticut to one in New
Delhi, I often compared difterent
aspects of the schools and my re-
actions to them.

"] particularly ‘like American
Schools for the informal relationships
between students and teachers and

( 35

for the free manner in which we were

.encouraged to ask questions and

participate in class .discussions.

*The lack of these procedures in
the Indian school made classroom

~ part of my New Delhi public school

education difficult. To my Indian
School friends, however, the dogma-
tism of the teachers, the discouragement
of questions, the absence of class discus-
sions, and the extreme respect for teachers
were natural carry-overs of family
customs and traditions". Good edu-

cation in India is, indeed, difficult,

go long as the classroom atmosphere
of our schools and colleges is not

. freed from the dogmatism of their

teachers, the discouragement of

_questions by the learners, and the

absence of class ldiscussions.
Yours truly,

K. S, VakiL
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